Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 185

Call to Worship: ?

Brothers and Sisters: Our help is in the name of the Lord … Doesn’t forsake wks of His hands
  





Grace Mercy and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #145
Vs.1-5 

“I will exalt my God and King” 
We will profess our faith using the Apostles’ Creed  p 6 front hymnals










Please be seated
Catechism Reading:
Lord’s Day 13 Forms and Confessions pg23
Song of continued worship and Praise #191   “How Great thou Art” 
        Congregational prayer:  PRAY Psalm 62 Focus on Evangelism
Scripture Reading:
Ephesians 1:11-23
Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   #169   “No eye has seen” 

Sermon Text:
Galatians 3:26-4:7
 
Sermon Title: 
“Your Glorious Adoption”
Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #200
“Amazing Grace” 
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen




Doxology: 
#117
“Praise Jehovah All ye Nations”
Evening Sermon: “Your Glorious Adoption”



Heidelberg #17
Text:  Galatians 3:26-4:7 
Reading: Ephesians 1:11-23, LD 13
Introduction:
 Children, in our day and age, boys and girls have pretty much equal rights in culture, voting and financial control of your own affairs. But it was not always that way. The right to vote for women only came in the last hundred years or so depending on the country. And back in Old Testament Israel, boys/men were the only ones with legal rights. Only men could be witnesses in court, and only men received an inheritance from their fathers! In fact, it is arguable that the eldest Son received more of the inheritance than the wife of the man who died – because it was assumed that the eldest Son would simply take over taking care of his father’s wife!

   For all of you girls and women out there – it would be very rare to receive an inheritance from your parents in OT times. 


Paul’s argument in our text for this evening is based on that cultural setting of Israel, Rome and Greece. Not that he says you ladies are out of an inheritance… No! Rather, he gives us some amazing, wonderful, fantastic news! All of us who have put our faith in Christ, have been made one with Christ, which means that WE ARE SONS! Sons of God and thereby God’s Heirs! Regardless of your ethnicity, gender, or culture – when you come to Christ, you are made a part of His body, and so you receive His label – Christian – A Son of God, and an heir! 





And we will unpack what that means for us as we work through the text this evening.

(Review) Last week, we were catching up on the Lord’s Days that we skipped in preparation for Easter. WE touched on Christ as our Prophet, Priest and King. Christ became the “Anointed one” at His Baptism when he was anointed with water and the Holy Spirit to fulfil those 3 roles on your behalf. 

Tonight, we continue on with Lord’s Day 13. There we are introduced to this idea of our adoption. Christ is the only Begotten of the Father – which means that HE is the Eternal Son of God (as we have seen recently in our Philippians series). But we also are adopted Children of God in Christ. This particular doctrine explains the glorious riches of how far we have come in salvation from being enemies of Christ to being the children of God!  
As we look at Galatians 3, we will learn one central lesson/theme:










 If you belong to Christ, then you are a Son and Heir of God!
We will open that up under 2 headings:
I. All Christians are Sons in Christ 
II. NT Christians are Sons SET FREE! 
Let’s begin with:

I. All Christians are Sons in Christ      
(REPEAT)
a. Vs.26-27 Explains this simple but GLORIOUS Fact – that we are Sons of God 
 Vs. 26 seems sufficiently clear on its own to the normal Church Christian. But for clarity’s sake, let’s make SURE we understand what Paul is saying: READ vs.26
  If you have faith in Christ Jesus, (based on the Bible’s definition of faith) then you are to consider yourself a SON of God. So, what is Biblical faith? Biblical faith is not mere assent or agreement. Many people will say to Jesus on the last day, “Lord, Lord, Didn’t we do many miracles in your name?” and Jesus will say to them, “Depart from me you workers of Lawlessness!” These supposed Christians had gone to church, they had charismatic gifts and miracles to point to… surely they were Christians right? No! Because they were Not in Christ, their faith was in themselves, in their own actions, and in their own ideas, NOT IN CHRIST! 
But, if you truly believe that you are a wretched sinner in need of God’s grace, and if you believe that Christ’s life and death are the ONLY way for you to be saved – and you have trusted that He is your substitute and Savior (and your life proves that faith/trust) – then you have Genuine biblical Faith – and by that Faith, (which is a gift from God) you are included in Christ Jesus… 
b. But what does it mean to be “IN” Christ Jesus?  READ vs.27
 Here Paul intimately connects Baptism with Faith. If you have faith, then it is assumed that you will also have been baptized. Why?! Because Baptism is the sign and seal of salvation! In OT Israel, when someone joined the nation of Israel, they received the sign/seal of circumcision – in that way, even Moabites, Hittites and Caananites were brought into the people of God and considered children of Abraham! 

Here in the greater context of the Book of Galatians, Paul is arguing that circumcision is of no help or significance to the Christian – Why is it so useless? Because it is BY FAITH, leading to Baptism that one becomes part of Christ and as Paul points out in vs.29 – if you belong to Christ, then you ARE Abraham’s seed AND heirs according to the Promise!
Now, we are trying to answer the question, what does it mean to be “IN” Christ – 
To be IN Christ is to be United to Christ by Faith, and wherever possible and available, to have been baptized into the body of Christ: the Church. Baptism is not mandatory to be saved = the Thief on the Cross saw Jesus in Paradise: No Baptism for him & no Worries! But the idea that it is safe to have baptism/church fellowship available, but ignore it – is unbiblical and wrong! To be IN Christ is to be a part of Him! And He tells us that His Church IS His Body. Do you want to be a part of Jesus’ hand/arm ministering to those in need?



 Then you must be a part of the body first – Spiritually, and then as available – physically/locally!
The First part is BY FAR, the most important – you must be a part of the Spiritual body of Christ by faith. And when you are IN Him – united to Him by faith, then you are called by His name: Christian. You are a Son of God because you have become a part of the Son of God – and the glue that unites you to Christ, is Faith!!


It is in that IMPORTANT context that we have Paul’s further explanation of vs.28 - READ 
So, what is Paul’s point? Can women be pastors and elders now since we are all one? Not according to what Paul teaches elsewhere! IS Gender identity all fluid now – you can choose what you want to be?! No, NOT AT ALL! 

So, what is Paul saying? He is explaining that in God’s sight – as far as our eternal salvation goes – we are essentially ONE with Christ – as a part of HIM!
If I were to walk over and slap a sleeping person during the sermon… you would all say that I had slapped them right? Yes! But it was my hand, my arm swung the hand – it wasn’t me. You don’t buy it do you. You mean to say that all of my parts are called by my name – This finger/hand is Daniel? Yes and No, it is a part of me, belongs to me and is called by my name – it is not the sum total “Daniel” but it is me. What Paul is arguing here is that each of us are called by Christ’s name/identity once we have been united/connected to Him/His body by faith/baptism! 

So, you ladies are not a “daughter” of God – You are a part of the SON! Which means you are God’s Son and Heir! This was vitally important and exciting in the ancient cultures of Israel and Rome and Greece, because the foreigners, the slaves and the women were despised! But in Christ they were elevated to the same importance as the natural born, free men. In Christ, we all have equal value, and we all equally receive an inheritance FROM GOD!
Which takes us to our SECOND point:

II. New Testament Christians are Sons SET FREE!!        (REPEAT)
a. In 4:1-5, Paul explains that The Old Testament Israelites were Sons under Guardianship
I do NOT want to take much time on this at all, so please listen carefully as I explain this as briefly as possible: 

Paul is explaining that the ancient nation of Israel were also saved through Christ as they looked forward to His coming. He uses the analogy of an heir to a rich estate, who has been set under guardians and trustees until he reaches adulthood. In theory, the young child is the Lord of the estate – it all belongs to him! But in practice, the tutors and trustees have authority to teach and control the child until the time set by the child’s father – at which point the child becomes an adult, and inherits the full authority of His position. Israel, was just like that young child. They were placed under ceremonial laws and practices – which were tutors to prepare them for Christ. 



Throughout all the experiences and lessons and sacrifices they learned about God, so that they, and even more so, WE might understand the work of Christ in Salvation!  The law is a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ.
As Paul said in Romans 15, and I Corinthians 10, all of Israel’s history occurred and was written FOR Our benefit – that we might understand and value Christ all the more! 1 Peter 1 explains that God told the prophets of old that what He revealed and what happened wasn’t about them at all, but rather, it was all the preparatory work of God – FOR US!
b. For by Faith in Christ, you and I are Sons – SET FREE!!
 The mental image Paul is going for is heir of the fantastically rich Father – He has finally finished school, he has reached the age of 18 or 21 – the AGE set by His Father’s will – and Now all the wealth and rights and blessings of his inheritance have JUST become HIS! Oh, what a glorious day that would be – all that the son had hoped for over those many years is NOW His – the keys to the house, the cars, the bank accounts – fully at His disposal! 

But Paul’s argument is MUCH better even than that! He doesn’t argue that you are inheriting the troublesome, often self-destructive inheritance of worldly wealth… those temporary riches which tempt one into a thousand sins, and distract a man from eternity. No, No, No! In Christ, you are the Sons of God! 
And God’s inheritance is GLORIOUSLY better than anything on this earth – and the FIRST part, we have already experienced. As soon as you have faith in Christ, you have received the FIRST Down payment of your inheritance. But wait… what is this inheritance? Listen to what God Himself says about it in Revelation 21:

Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be among them, 4 and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away." 5 And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." 6 And He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 7 "He who overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. (Rev 21:1-7 NAS) 
The Greatest part of our inheritance in the new heavens and the new earth, is that we will be in the presence of God, without fear or pain, forever and ever! As we read in Ephesians 1, God has given us the down payment of that inheritance, by sending the Holy Spirit into our hearts! And it is through that Holy Spirit, that we are enabled and even led to cry out, ABBA, Father! Not just, Father, Sir… but the familiar terms, Dad, Daddy, Papa! 

Oh, dear brothers and sisters in Christ… Do you understand the RICHES that have been secured for you in Christ?! You ARE SONS of GOD! By Faith, Everything that is true of Christ, HAS become TRUE OF YOU! Just as what is true of me is true for my arms, legs, hands, feet, fingers, toes, fingernails and individual hairs – it doesn’t matter which part of the body of Christ you are – if you belong to Him YOU BELONG TO GOD! 

And what I find so wonderfully, explosively exciting is that we have the down-payment of this inheritance! 
I may have told you already… I love history. I especially find stories of the Napoleonic Wars & sailing fascinating! In those days, if an English warship captured a French merchant ship, then the captain and crew of that warship received a substantial part of the wealth of the captured vessel. They received prize money once everything was sold in England. One of the exciting things for those crews was the moment of bringing a captured vessel into port. They would often be advanced a sum of money based on the value of their prize, and in time the rest of the money would come. These sailors & men were often delighted with that down-payment! It was like they had won the lottery!
Well, brothers and sisters, we have the down payment of the Holy Spirit living inside us! 




We have 1 person of the TRINITY, at work in YOUR life to protect your faith, to help you in the fight against sin, and to lead you to look like and follow Jesus Christ! Do you face difficulties – rest in the Spirit’s strength, 




Follow the Spirit’s advice and guidance using the Sword of the Spirit – God’s Word! 
Rejoice in the precious gift of GOD DWELLING IN AND WITH YOU!!  










HALLELUJAH!  We’re the Sons and Heirs of God! 
And in God’s perfect timing, you WILL receive the full payout of eternal bliss with the Father, Son and HS!
AMEN.
